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March 30, 2006 (Hana)

road paving, and I ask you to really consider No. 11, the Hana Baseyard Drainage Channel
Improvements and Hana Baseyard Improvements. We talked about redoing that whole
compound years ago and one of the considerations was to move everything to the dump road. So
it’s a lot of money that I see ($10.3 million) in the capital expenditures. I'm just asking you to
take a hard look at that and--

MR. JENSEN: Four minutes.

MR. BLUMER-BUELL: --of course, I support the new baseyard, but let’s make the right decision. So,
thanks a lot.

CHAIR KANE: Thank you. If you can please, Mr. Blumer-Buell, state your name for the record.
MR. BLUMER-BUELL: John Blumer-Buell from Muolea.

CHAIR KANE: Thank you. Members, any questions for Mr. Blumer-Buell? If not, thank you,
Mr. Blumer-Buell, for the extensive information that you’ve passed on to the committee.

MR. HENDERSON: Aloha, Council members.

CHAIR KANE: Hang on. Hang on one second, Mr. Henderson. Next, we have Mr. Ray Henderson
followed by Lehua Cosma. Go ahead.

MR. HENDERSON: Aloha. I'm Raymond Henderson, citizen in Hana and also Executive Director of
Ohana Makamae. I wanted to thank each of you for being here tonight and also to wear a few
hats. As far as being a member of this community, I fully support Hale Hulu Mamo. They’re
doing a great job with our kupuna. The youth center is actively involved in helping our youth, as
well as the youth bank (MEO YouthBank). It’s been great to have transportation. Those dialysis
patients that need to get out to the hospital and have dialysis once, twice, or three times a week,
have that now through MEO Transportation. I fully support Kipahulu Ohana and also,
hopefully, if you can, really think about renovating this building. It is the central hub of cultural
activity for Hana and as Carl Lindquist was saying, it’s a little bit frustrating sometimes to be
here with people who are professionals, who are trying to deliver a presentation and it’s hard to
hear, and it gets really, really hot in the summer. So ...um... as the board president of
Ma Ka Hana Ike, we want to thank you for your support. Our boys and girls in the building and
trades program are learning a lot. We’ve graduated more than 20 students, who can go right into
the carpentry trade here in Hana and the building and trades profession. It’s been very helpful.
Not only have we built nice buildings but the community takes pride. The kids take pride and
it’s been a wonderful experience. For Ohana Makamae, thank you for your support. We’ve been
in business now for seven years and we continue to tackle the issues related to substance abuse.
With your help, we’ve opened outpatient treatment here. We have contracted fully as a partner
with Aloha House and Hina Mauka and with Hoomau Keola on Oahu. We’ve been, through
your funding, been able to leverage money from the State and we’ve opened a full outpatient
treatment service at the high school. As we look to the future as an organization, the County
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money is extremely valuable in leveraging. We think right now we can leverage almost three or
four to one, with the dollars that we’re getting from the County, with Federal and State funds. So
I really appreciate your consideration in that regard. Thank you.

CHAIR KANE: Thank you. Members?

COUNCILMEMBER TAVARES: Question.

CHAIR KANE: Ms. Tavares?

COUNCILMEMBER TAVARES: Aloha.

MR. HENDERSON: Aloha.

COUNCILMEMBER TAVARES: Today, we were discussing grants for the Human Concerns
Department and we noticed that there is a line item request of $90,000.

MR. HENDERSON: Yes.

COUNCILMEMBER TAVARES: Could you explain . . . or have you sent materials to us about what is
that program?

MR. HENDERSON: It is the same exact program. This is the first year we’ve asked to be moved to
that side of the budget. We submitted a proposal that is an identical proposal that we submitted
as a CPG funding grant as well. So you do have all the information. It’s for our substance abuse
outpatient treatment service. We wrote on our CPG grant, right on the front page, if we do ...
are able to move to the line item, that we will relinquish the CPG grant and take it off the table.
We just didn’t want to be caught short and not have support with our line item and then all of a
sudden not have written a grant. Because it’s a two-year cycle, we would have left ourselves out
of a two-year cycle of funding. So that’s why we had those two.

COUNCILMEMBER TAVARES: So you have an application in with the Community Partnership
Grants Committee?

MR. HENDERSON: Yes, we do.

COUNCILMEMBER TAVARES: Okay.

MR. HENDERSON: Yes, we do.

COUNCILMEMBER TAVARES: So you are gonna pursue that?

MR. HENDERSON: Well, no. We basically, we didn’t want to leave ourselves short.
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COUNCILMEMBER TAVARES: Well, I didn’t want to ask that as a question.
MR. HENDERSON: Yeah.

COUNCILMEMBER TAVARES: It should be a statement.

MR. HENDERSON: Okay.

COUNCILMEMBER TAVARES: You should pursue that because that process is before we make our
final decisions.

MR. HENDERSON: Okay.

COUNCILMEMBER TAVARES: And ...uh... see, we don’t have that information at all. It’s in
Human Concemns. It doesn’t automatically come to us.

MR. HENDERSON: Yeah.

COUNCILMEMBER TAVARES: Soit’s...what...wereyouin...uh...? Okay. You have gotten
Community Partnership Grants in the past?

MR. HENDERSON: That’s correct. That’s how we’ve been . . . (inaudible) . . .

COUNCILMEMBER TAVARES: For seven years?

MR. HENDERSON: No, for five.

COUNCILMEMBER TAVARES: For five years?

MR. HENDERSON: Yeah.

COUNCILMEMBER TAVARES: Okay. So ...uh... I think that probably, you know, Mr. Chair.
They’re gonna let the Community Partnership Grant applicants know that they should be
pursuing them first because their process is going on now.

MR. HENDERSON: Right.

COUNCILMEMBER TAVARES: And then usually, it’s after. We’re like the last-ditch effort, rather
than the first ditch. . .. (chuckled) . . .

MR. HENDERSON: Okay.

COUNCILMEMBER TAVARES: Thank you.
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MR. HENDERSON: All right. Mahalo.

CHAIR KANE: Any further questions for Mr. Henderson? Hearing none. Thank you for your
testimony this evening. Up next is Lehua Cosma. She’ll be followed by Joylynn Oliveira.

MS. COSMA: Aloha and thank you for coming out to Hana. My name is Lehua Cosma and I’ve been
actively involved in trying to bring dialysis to Hana. First of all, I would just like to say thank
you very much for your continuous support, especially with the MEO Transportation. Although
my mother cannot utilize that service, I see it helping out others and I’'m very much appreciative
of it. I hope to see it continue. We also have another dialysis patient, who cannot utilize that
service right now due to time constraints and different times of their dialysis appointments and
other health issues. But what T would like to request and just to have you take into consideration
that if we can have at least some of those fundings stay here in Hana, so that we can start
something, so that our dialysis patients can have that service here in Hana. We’ve had
...um...two possible providers who have recently come forward, that wanted to come out to
Hana to meet with me and the organization that I'm involved with, which is Hui Laulima; but
there was no possible site to have it. Another suggestion that came about was a grant to Hui
Laulima for Dr. Howell’s old residence in Wakiu, which is the logical location for our dialysis
center, that could be run by Liberty or some other qualified medical organization. The Mayor
has not cooperated in helping the community acquire this County-owned building, which is
currently used by a private entity. So that is something I wish for you to take into consideration
that could be a possible site as well as maybe the Council office. Before Dr. Moser, Steven
Moser’s passing, he looked at the office because we had our dialysis meeting there and he saw it
as a potential place for it. So these are what we’re working on right now; but at the County level,
I would like to ask for your support, so that our patients don’t have to take that dangerous
highway three times a week. They can be here. We’ve been having almost 40 days of rain,
landslide, trees, and everyday that they drive out, I fear for their safety ... for anybody who
takes the road. Now, my dad takes my mom. He’s retired from the County. He has to carry a
power saw in the car because there were several times he had to get out and move the trees in the
rain, which is 2:30 in the morning, when they leave Hana, for her 5 o’clock appointment in the
morning. There were boulders come down. It’s just safety issues that I'm looking at and I feel
Hana is long overdue for this kind of service and--

MR. JENSEN: Three minutes.

MS. COSMA: --let’s start now. With your support, I think we can make it happen. Mahalo.
CHAIR KANE: Thank you, Ms. Cosma, for your comments. Members, questions?
COUNCILMEMBER PONTANILLA: Yeah.

CHAIR KANE: Mr. Pontanilla?
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COUNCILMEMBER PONTANILLA: Thank you. Thank you for being here. How many patients do you have
here in Hana that require dialysis treatment?

MS. COSMA: Right now, we have four patients. But through ...um... we had a survey done in,
through the Public Health Nursing and there’s a possible 120 candidates, who are potential to
dialysis. So I am looking at, not only now, but in the near future, so that we can have it here
because . . .

COUNCILMEMBER TAVARES: Who are they working with?

MS. COSMA: And that’s how much we have--four.

COUNCILMEMBER TAVARES: Who are they working with?

MS. COSMA: But we did lose 10-12 lives within ten years time and pretty much from just giving up. It
wasn’t from the dialysis, but they were tired of going back and forth and not having it here.

COUNCILMEMBER PONTANILLA: Who are you working with right now to get the dialysis?

MS. COSMA: Liberty.

COUNCILMEMBER PONTANILLA: Who?

MS. COSMA: Liberty. They’re the ones that brought out St. Francis. And then ...um... I was
contacted by--I cannot pronounce his name--but from Knoxville, Tennessee--who mentioned that
he came to Hana in December of 2005. He’s a nephrologist for our consultant up in Knoxville,
Tennessee, who also said that he wanted to come to Hana. And they have four medical doctors
right now, who work plenty, that could come out on a monthly basis to service our people. They
wanted to fly out and meet me and the Hui Laulima organization to see what possible site they
can start it on; but that’s just a start, and we need more support than that.

COUNCILMEMBER PONTANILLA: Thank you.

COUNCILMEMBER TAVARES: Who’s. ..

CHAIR KANE: Ms. Tavares?

COUNCILMEMBER TAVARES: Thank you. Who’s the group you’re working with in Hana? Or is it
just you?

MS. COSMA: No, I have Hui Laulima. We call ourself Hui Laulima. We started two years ago on this
dialysis.

COUNCILMEMBER TAVARES: Hui Laulima?
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MS. COSMA: Yes.

COUNCILMEMBER TAVARES: And have you presented any of this to ...uh... is there an advisory
committee in Hana?

MS. COSMA: We’ve been to several meetings in Hana on this issue.

COUNCILMEMBER TAVARES: Okay.

MS. COSMA: And Dr. Steven Moser was in this organization before his passing.

COUNCILMEMBER TAVARES: Okay.

MS. COSMA: So there’s several of us.

COUNCILMEMBER TAVARES: All right, thank you.

MS. COSMA: You’re welcome.

CHAIR KANE: Thank you. Ms. Cosma, if I can ask you a favor?

MS. COSMA: Yes.

CHAIR KANE: I’ve conferred with our Council Chair. If by chance, you can bring whatever information that
you have to our Office of Council Services to either Dawn Lono or Keala Lono at the office, and we can
have that information forwarded over to the central office in the County building, so we can have more
information to try and make some assistance for you.

MS. COSMA: Thank you.

CHAIR KANE: Okay.

MS. COSMA: Twill.

CHAIR KANE: Thank you. Next to testify is Joylynn Oliveira. She’ll be followed by Sam Akoi III.

MS. OLIVEIRA: Good evening, everyone. Aloha mai kakou. It’s wonderful to be in front of you
again here in Hana. I spent part of my childhood growing up in Keanae. I was one of the very
fortunate people to be able to do that and I get the best of both worlds, living up in Kula also.

But I just was wondering, as you guys drove into Hana today, did you have a chance to notice
the scenery, to take a look around, look at the beautiful waterfalls that are running now, and also

take a look at the beautiful rainforest that we have. If you did, then you may have also noticed
Wailuanui Falls that is right after Wailua. It’s a beautiful waterfall but you probably never
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thought that just 50 feet off of that cliff, there is a Miconia tree growing right there. In fact, there
are several that are only accessible via helicopters. I work with the Maui Invasive Species
Committee. We have six full-time workers that are going up into the mountains here in East
Maui to fight Miconia. They hike miles everyday and I give them credit for what they do
because I go out there sometimes and I’'m keggin [sic/ all the way up there in the hills.
...(chuckled) ... But...um ... Miconia is definitely threatening this community and we are
happy that we’re able to provide jobs to the local residents here as well as there’s some local
residents from Hana or Keanae that are working with us in our Makawao office. Everyday, they
are out there fighting Miconia. There’s almost 37,000 acres in East Maui that potentially can
have Miconia growing in it. Maui Invasive Species Committee has been receiving lots of funds
from the County and we’ve always appreciated it. Unfortunately, though, this year, one of our
major contributors from the national park service is unable to assist us, so we have a downfall in
our budget, and we look to the County to help support us in that. Any help that you can give to
us would be really great to help support the community as well as . . . um . . . we have one other
part-time person that does administrative work. It’s really important what they do because they
help educate the community. Every person in this community has been touched by Miconia,
either through their family or through their yards; and by you supporting them, we can make sure
that the next time you come to Hana, you’re not seeing the Miconia trees just growing on the
side of the road. Or hopefully, one of these days, it doesn’t become what we call a monotypic
forest, where it’s only Miconia . . . as what’s happened in Tahiti. So mahalo for your time and
please support Maui Invasive Species Committee’s Miconia project.

CHAIR KANE: Thank you. If you can, state your name for the record.
MS. OLIVEIRA: Joylynn Oliveira.
CHAIR KANE: Thank you, Ms. Oliveira. Members, any questions? Ms. Tavares.

COUNCILMEMBER TAVARES: Yes. How much is the ... uh... are you not gonna have because you’re
missing a partner now?

MS. OLIVEIRA: We are looking at several sources to raise $350,000.

COUNCILMEMBER TAVARES: That’s what they had been giving in the past--the National Park Service--is
it?

MS. OLIVEIRA: I don’t have the exact figure. What part of that $350,000 is contributed by the park
service but I would say a large portion of that.

COUNCILMEMBER TAVARES: Could you find out and then--
MS. OLIVEIRA: Sure.

COUNCILMEMBER TAVARES: --let our Hana office know, and then they can forward that to us?
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MS. OLIVEIRA: Definitely.

COUNCILMEMBER TAVARES: Thank you.

MS. OLIVEIRA: Thank you.

CHAIR KANE: Any further questions, members? Hearing none. Ms. Oliveira, thank you very much.
MS. OLIVEIRA: Mahalo.

CHAIR KANE: Sam Akoi III.

MR. AKOI: Aloha. I think Joy said it all, so I’'m just gonna say a few things. My name is Sam Akoi
and I’'m the manager of the Hana Miconia group. It’s not an army; it’s a group. We are called
...uh...it’s just six of us. We’ve been working, like Joy said, 30,000 acres. We do a lot in
that amount of time. And I’'m not saying we’re winning the battle. And I’m not saying we’re
losing the battle; but we got a could control of the ... whatever we’re doing, you know. So 1
guess Joy said it all and then ... uh ... well, I would like to thank the Council for the support
you gave us all through these years. Thank you very much.

CHAIR KANE: Thank you, Mr. Akoi. Members, any questions? Hearing none. Thank you for your
testimony. Folks, that was the last person signed up to testify. If there’s anybody in the room
that has not testified that would like to testify, please feel free to come forward now; and then,
we’1l have you sign up after you are done. State your name for the record, please.

MS. LONO: My name is Dawn Lono and I'm here speaking on behalf of myself and supporting
projects in Hana. The first project that’s near and dear to my heart for many years is the Maui
Flower Growers Association. I am a flower farmer. We have gotten funds in the past for the
association and what we are needing right now is funding for cultivar research, propagation and
distribution of those new product when we define new cultivars in our industry. It is really
important for us to be able to compete in the worldwide industry of flowers. So we need to have
continual research done for cultivars, so we would appreciate any assistance you could provide
for us in that. The youth center, Ohana Makamae, the Paanimai Park project, the lifeguards,
those are all worthy projects in Hana and very necessary. Hale Hulu Mamo is a wonderful,
wonderful program here for our kupuna and so many people are blessed by that project and
touched by it, and we need to continue that and we hope for your continued support. The Maui
Invasive Species, I mean that is a real problem throughout of course all of Hawaii; but Maui
County especially is having some problems with the wili wili, and the wasps, and you know, all
of those things are happening, so we need to support those kinds of projects. One of the biggest
concerns, however, in Hana is affordable housing. And as you know, land has been donated by
Hana Ranch and we are continually looking for funding so that we can get that project off the
ground. The land is there. It’s stuck also in the planning process, and the zoning, and the
subdividing and all of that, and there’s a lot going on there; but we need funding for our
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affordable housing project. We are desperate, desperate in this community for housing. And

.. uh. .. the fire sprinkler system for the Hana Community Center is essential. If we lose that
building because of a small fire that starts, that somebody isn’t able to get on top of immediately,
it would be just a huge waste and a crime, and replacement of that building would be an
enormous cost. So compared to replacement and having a preventative measure, I would like to
support that project. I am concerned about what I see in the Budget for the Planning Department
and I’'m concerned continually about land use enforcement issues, and we just do not have
enforcement in this County for the land use laws. It’s causing far reaching problems and I have
talked to the Mayor and the Administration about adding to the Budget and adding, you know,
the essential personnel to make this happen. 1 don’t really, looking through the Budget, I
couldn’t really tell if there were personnel being added this year for that; but boy, that is a really
big puka that we have in our Administration. And also, 1 would really like to support the
continuation--

MR. JENSEN: Three minutes.

MS. LONO: --of our road repaving. And especially with all this rain we just had, the roads ...um...
the County road going in that direction (which you didn’t have the honor of traveling on today, if
you did drive in) really needs some attention. Iknow the bridges are gonna be worked on and so
on and so forth but the roads are really, really taking a beating with all the thousands of tourist
cars that come across that road everyday, and we need to be paying some critical attention to
maintaining it. Because otherwise, you get into a situation where it’s a catastrophe rather than,
you know, a preventative maintenance issue. So our roads, our signage (our park signage and
our community signage) is really poor and faded and ugly and an embarrassment to our
community. So I don’t know how to get that taken care of but, you know, unfortunately, it’s
gonna be dark when you leave; but if you could see the signage or if you noticed it when you
came in today, it’s in very poor condition and it would be great to see that be taken care of.

MR. JENSEN: Four minutes.
MS. LONO: And...uh...how long are you gonna let me go on?
CHAIR KANE: You’'re done.

MS. LONO: I'm done. ... (chuckled) ... Oh, damn! I will put this in writing to you though and get it
to you in the future.

CHAIR KANE: Thank you, Ms. Lono. We’ll accept that definitely as far as in writing.
MS. LONO: Okay.

... END OF PUBLIC TESTIMONY ...
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CHAIR KANE: Members, any questions for Ms. Lono? Hearing none. Thank you very much. Is there
anybody else who has not testified and has not signed up? And Ms. Lono, we do need you to sign up by
the way, yeah. Thank you. Anybody else? Going twice.

COUNCIL MEMBERS VOICED NO OBJECTIONS. (excused: MA and JJ)
ACTION: DEFER pending further discussion.

CHAIR KANE: Hana, we want to thank you for allowing us to come into the community and hear your
thoughts regarding the proposed Budget. We are gonna be going to other places throughout the
County, including Molokai, Lanai, Kahului, Wailuku, and we also have meetings everyday
(every morning) pretty much every morning that is live on Akaku. It starts at 9 o’clock and we
usually end between 3:30 and 4:30 in the afternoon. So if you are interested in following us, we
would be more than happy to continue hearing your thoughts regarding the process. With that,
from all of us to all of you, mahalo again for allowing us to be here. This meeting for
March 30, 2006 is adjourned.

ADJOURN: 6:57 p.m.
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